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FROM : U3IS BOB* Decanter 6, 1958 

SUBJECT: Leading Socialist Editor Speaks on Impressions of 

_ . „ United States at Berlin Amerlka Buus 

<; ACT: IR'FO: 

IAE/I I/S 1/ IRI IOP/N IBS ICS IPS IOC IOP/LM STATS CIA 
12/22/5S fa response to a request, the Berlin Amerlka Baus aade Its sadi- 
torlum available to Arno Scbolz, chief editor of the Influential pro* 

SFD newspaper Talegraf (circulation 93,200), for a lecture on Ms 
Impressions of the United States gained during Ms visit to the united 
States In 1957 accompanying SFD chairman Erich Ollenbauer. 






Scbolz addressed a closed nesting of a reading and discussion gro u p 
(Lesekrels Cbnrlottenterg) with which he la associated* While complying 
with Scbolz' request, In light of his prestige, USIS had some reserva- 
tions about such a closed meeting taking place in the Amerlka Hans and 
was a bit eery about the views Scbolz night express. However, USIS was 
pleasantly surprised with the outcome of the evening. In Me talk, 
Scbolz sho we d considerable understanding, respect and admiration for 
most important aspects of American political, social and economic life. 
The following Is a short summary of his main points: 



Scbolz spent the first five minutes of Ms talk on what amounted to 
a "thank you" to the United States for protecting Europe and Berlin since 
19^5 from Cosmunlst attack and domination. Bs said that one of the thing s 
that Impressed him most In the United States was thnt publ ic aninirm im 
really a e « mt«m<tig tm ptm> f and not only during electio ns. He said that 
recognizing tMs, he "suddenly" understood why the United States sometimes 
seems slow In taking action, and now understood that there la e reel, 
meaningful public opinion In the united States wMch has no counterpart 
anywhere else in the world, fie pointed out that Elsenhower and Dulles 
must be sensitive to public opinion In the fomilatlom end execution of 
policy. 

Scbolz said he gained a very positive Impression of qnte^llgp In the 
United States. A good deal of pulling and tugging goes on In negotiations 
betw een m an agement end labor In regard to automation, he said. But, usually, 
in the end economic gains from automation are split three ways In roughly 
equal parts: one third passed on to the coneiamr In lower prices; one third 
to various benefits for the workers; and one third to business for profit 
and further expansion. Be said discussions between labor and management 
Impressed him as being conducted on a very reasonable basis and that If tMs 
can be acMeved In Germany there will be little to fear from automation. 
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Scbolr Mid hi vis particularly Impressed By negotiations of all 
typtv la the United States 0 For example, be attended a city council 
open bearing where the topic of dl sense Ion was a proposed dam. Tbs 
few would adversely affect sans femora and villagers, would lacrosse 
Business taxes la certala areas But would benefit others through mere 
sad cheaper poser, etc G Be said be was very lapreeeed By the say these 
people ead flections eat down together, talked reasonably and agreed on 
a course of action to ultimate any adverse effects. Be aeotloned that 
ha talked to a asa sh oe s Business would actually be adversely affected „ 
By the dew But she, nevertheless, f av or ed the daw because of its value 
for the stole are a. 

Scteols see lapreeeed with the activities of the Ford end Rockefeller 
foundations. Be eald such activities By Industry and Industrial lets for 
the public good ere simply expected By the Ameri can people. 

Be pointed out that the United States is aa eaoraoue continent end 
"there are erase wh ere the race problem simply does not exist." la 
other areas it is acute. Be eald that since be had dust ret u rned from 
ea extensive trip in Asia, he now "knows that Asia is watching tha way 
the United States handles its race problem," and he le convinced this 
will be a deciding fleeter la "the way Asia goes 0 ” 

Scholx often r et ur ned la different says to the role of public opinion 
la the U nited States and stressed that Germany n e eded a such more active 
public opinion as expr esse d through "opinion-expressing* media • radio, 
television and tha press. 

Be described the hospitality he received everywhere on hie visit 
and the care which all Awnrlcans took In answering hie questions as 
fully, fairly and accurately as possible. Schola concluded hie talk. By 
saying that to understand Americans and their country there le no sub- 
stitute for a visit to tha United States 0 



Bedvllle 8. lordoses 
Bubllc Affairs Officer 
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